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Intent 
Vision and Aims 

Music enables pupils to be creative and expressive, and develops their 

listening skills and ability to analyse. Pupils will be exposed to a wide variety 

of musical genres, which broadens their experience, and allows them to 

understand others from different cultures and historical periods. 

In their own performance, pupils will develop confidence and a sense of pride 

in their achievements and involvement with the community.  They will learn 

technical skills, both in the playing of musical instruments and in the reading 

of musical notation. 

Pupils will develop their ability to work in a team by playing in ensembles.  

Not only will they learn from their own creativity, but from the contributions 

of others. They will learn the transferable skill of critical analysis, developing 

opinion and giving feedback to others. This will enable them to be active 

contributors to the wider community. 

Music crosses linguistic barriers; children will learn to appreciate work from 

other cultures, and be able to communicate with others through the medium 

of music. This will further enable children with SEN to express themselves in 

an alternative manner. 

Classes are timetabled for a weekly session of 45-minute duration, following 

Leicestershire music, a detailed educational programme which adheres to 

the skills, knowledge and attitude needed to be taught to aid progression in 

Music. Singing of hymns supports the Christian ethos of the school. 

Music is appreciated and valued in this school as it enhances the welfare of 

all and promotes a sense of enjoyment and well-being. 

https://www.allsaintscofe.leics.sch.uk/page/?title=Curriculum&pid=2
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Coverage 
 

Each Unit of Work comprises the of strands of musical learning which 
correspond with the national curriculum for music: 

1. Listening and Appraising 

2. Musical Activities 

a. Warm-up Games 

b. Optional Flexible Games 

c. Singing 

d. Playing instruments 

e. Improvisation 

f. Composition 

g. Performing 

 

Musical Progression: 

The musical progression through KS1 and KS2 is shown through the Leicestershire 

music scheme of work. 

Each half term the children focus on a different element of music; pulse, voice, 

rhythm, pitch, Technology, Structure & Form and 20th Century Music. 

Each year builds on the work taught in the previous year, each element is 

gradually developed and scaffolded to allow progression of understanding, 

vocabulary and skills. 

 

 

 

 



 

5  

Units of work: 

Unit 1 – pulse 
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Unit 2 - Voice
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Unit 3-Rhythm 
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Unit 4 – Pitch 
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Unit 5 – Music Technology 
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Unit 6 – 20th century music 
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Implementation 
 

The national curriculum says: 

...perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, 

styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians. 

 

Expected musical learning for the end of Key Stage 1: 

...listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded 

music. 

Expected musical learning for the end of Key Stage 2: 

...appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 

different traditions and from great composers and musicians ...develop an understanding of 

the history of music. 

 

From an early age the foundation of musical learning begins. Whilst listening to a variety of 

styles of music, the children are encouraged to find the pulse, use their imaginations, dance 

and enjoy themselves. 

 

The Leicestershire Music scheme of work is a comprehensive resource that has written plans 

for each unit of work, showing the progression of skills and the prior learning. 

It has teaching slides and resources already prepared which means that all teachers are 

equipped to confidently implement the scheme ensuring that all children receive a good 

quality of teaching with appropriately challenged lessons and vocabulary.   

 

As part of the introduction to each lesson the PowerPoint introduces a famous piece of music 

and give the children some background on the artist and the piece of music. The music is 

chosen based on the unit focus. The children listen and respond to a different song or piece 

of music in a different style. The children are encouraged to respond verbally and with 

movement. 

 

There are 6 units of work, which are repeated each year building upon previous knowledge 

and introducing more difficult concepts and vocabulary. 

 

Pulse: The regular heartbeat of the music, the steady beat. Children learn to keep a steady 

pulse along to different pieces of music using different body percussion. As the scheme 

progresses through the school, the children layer pulses to create compositions. 

Voice: In this unit the children learn songs which focus on simple repeated refrains with a 

scaled melody. 



 

12  

Rhythm: Long and short sounds or patterns that happen over the pulse, the steady beat. The 

children learn the difference between pulse and beat and create simple pulse and rhythm 

compilations through clapping and then adding layers of instruments. 

Pitch: High and low sounds, children are introduced early on to notations depicting pitch. 

They learn to identify high and low sounds and represent them using simple symbols. Later 

on, in the unit, they learn about phrases and structure. 

Technology: This unit builds on the children’s knowledge of pulse, pitch, voice and rhythm 

Structure & Form: Within the unit the children cover: tempo, dynamics, timbre, texture, 

structure 

Tempo – the speed of the music, fast or slow 

Dynamics– how loud or quiet music is. 

Timbre –sound quality 

Texture – layers of sound. 

Structure – every piece of music has a structure eg, introduction, verse, chorus ending. 

20th Century Music: Within this final unit the children comment and respond to recorded 

music from different traditions, genres, styles, and times. Once in key-stage 2 children 

experiment with voice, sounds, technology, and instruments in creative 

ways to explore new techniques. They listen to and evaluate a variety of 

recorded music and critique their own and other’s work. 

 

Extra-curriculum 
Within school, children are offered a range of extra-curricular musical opportunities. 
There is a singing and signing club where the children learn a mixture of hymns and popular 
songs with Makaton signs. 
We also offer guitar lessons through an external provider and Leicestershire music come in 
weekly to teach a range of instruments including, drums, recorders and brass instruments. 
We also take part in other music opportunities offered by Leicestershire music including 
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Assessment 
As music is a creative subject which is open to interpretation and has no set parameters for achievement, assessments 

are done is a performative format. 

 Each unit within the scheme of work builds skills and leads up to a final performance. 

Teachers will record the final performance and use this to evaluate the class as a whole to decide whether the class 

has understood and met the learning objectives 

Children will be assessed in this final lesson, of each unit, to see if they understand any key vocabulary and this is 

balanced against their final performance and if they can apply practical skills. 

 

 


